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Economic Perspectives on Information Technology-
enhanced Healthcare Services Industry
Byeongwhan Chang
Abstract

Information technology-enhanced healthcare services could support healthcare delivery
organizations and health authorities to provide responses to factors such as Japan' s ageing
population, the growing prominence of chronic diseases, and financial challenge in controlling
nationwide healthcare spending. Health-related information and communication technology (ICT)
has been expected to play a significant role in the provision of healthcare and management of
personal health data.

However, ICT-enabled healthcare market has not reached to mass market in reality. The
possibility of new ICT-enabled healthcare services like telemedicine or ubiquitous healthcare is
not an automatic process. Healthcare services which are characterized by its public goods are
apt to face under-supply in terms of market failure regardless of socio-economic and healthcare
value.

This paper aims to analyze economic perspectives on ICT-enhanced healthcare services
industry. Firstly, the research explores trajectories of domestic industrial polices related with
both healthcare services and information technology in Japan, and state of the art of ICT-
enabled healthcare services market. Secondly this paper tries to categorize new ICT-enabled
business models of healthcare services. Finally economic perspectives associated with
characteristics of ICT-enabled healthcare services such as economies of scale and public goods
are examined.

Key Words
Healthcare Services, Information Technology, Business Model, Cost-Benefit Analysis
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Study on Environmental-Education Program for Children
under School Age

Yukiko Yamaguchi

Abstract

For preservation of the global environment, environmental education in early childhood is now
demanded. Using an education program that is popularly adopted in Japan these days, I have
been working on studying methods and contents of environmental education for children under
school age. Here, for the first step of this study, the result of examining one of such programs,
so-called “Project Wild” on the theme of wild animals is reported, which was originally
developed in the USA. In a classroom assumed as a play room in a kindergarten, students who
desired to be a kindergarten teacher were divided into two groups to act as a child and teacher,
respectively. They tried an activity named “Freeze” in Project Wild. Through their case studies
for three years, it was clearly shown that this program would be one of good environmental
education for young children which could be done in every kindergarten since the activity could
be done safely inside a room, and since the participants could know and learn the system of the
natural world through their experiences. Furthermore, in addition to the study on the
environmental-education for young children, necessity of examining methods and contents of the
environmental education for teachers in future are strongly suggested since the participants did
not seem to exhibit enough comprehension on the content of the program.

Key Words

environmental education, learning through practical experience, Project Wild






A Survey of the Chinese Characters in “Kindergarten
Education Guideline”

—Toward the Improvement of Chinese Character Education at Childcare
Education Course—

Hirofumi Urakami

Summary

It is necessary for childcare practitioners to learn Chinese characters in relation with the
technical terms. We therefore have to determine which Chinese characters to teach. I
studied the Chinese characters used in “Childcare Guideline at Nursery School” and

“Kindergarten Education Guideline” and reported the result in “Survey of Chinese
Characters in ‘Childcare Guideline at Nursery School and ‘Kindergarten Education
Guideline’ (The Journal of Okayama Gakuin University + Okayama College No. 32)". This
paper is a subsequent report of the survey of the Chinese Characters used in “Kindergarten
Education Guideline”. The guideline is a basic literature even for childcare practitioners.
Therefore, we think that the guideline provides us with the Chinese characters necessary
for childcare practitioners in professional education.

Key Words
Survey of Chinese Characters, Kindergarten Education Guideline, Professional Education
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“A novel three-dimensional culture system for isolation and clonal propagation

of neural stem cells using a thermo-reversible gelation polymer”
Tissue Engineering Part C Methods, 15(4), pp. 615-623.
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“Marketing Innovations of Korea’s Electronics Firms in the European Market”

The 4th European Conference on Management of Technology
(The University of the West of Scotland, Glasgow, U. K.)
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